
Expressive Arts and Design 
Uses printing materials in the paint such as 
sponges and shapes. Continues to develop their 
drawing skill and can draw a simple face or 
person. Make a collage or model using own choice 
of materials.Know how to build using a range of 
materials and begin to talk about what it is. 
Children explore a range of musical instruments 
and learn to hold a pulse and/or rhythm.  Children 
use vocals and instruments to make music either 
together or separately.  They may make their own 
props to retell a story eg one of the 3 little pig’s 
houses. They use small world toys and props  to 
imagine and make own story, to act out real life 
scenarios or  retell stories they know.

Nursery Curriculum Overview for the Spring Term (3-4 year olds)

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Children  can express when they  feel happy, 
sad, tired or upset. They can join in  discussions 
and activities about emotions through stories.  
They can say ‘Stop I don’t like it!’ in context.   
They will sometimes take risks and will try out 
new activities.  They  can ‘Choose it, use it, put 
it away’ They are starting to form friendships 
with other  children in the setting.  They are  
becoming more confident in social situations. 
They sometimes notice and ask questions 
about differences. Sometimes they can work as 
part of a team. They are using  good manners in 
some contexts eg snack time.

Communication and Language 
Children pay  attention when listening to longer stories 
and recall some key events in  a story that has been 
read.. They switch attention between listening to others 
and completing a task. They can focus more attention on 
a chosen activity. Sit  and listen during quieter or adult 
led activities when appropriate. They can respond during 
conversations and reason using the word ‘because’.  
Most of the time they can answer ‘who, what, where’ 
questions. Follow a three key word sentence or 
instruction. Talk and respond to other children during 
play. Understand a three key word sentence.  They can 
recite or retell a past event in their life.  They can ask  
‘where’ and ‘who’ questions and can start a 
conversation. They try  to use the correct tense although 
may muddle them up eg I bringed a bag. They  can use 
some taught vocabulary correctly in context.

Physical Development 
FINE MOTOR: Can push straw into milk carton. Begins to 
fasten own coat with support. Manipulates dough with 
hands to make things eg cakes, pizzas, people, animals 
and adds features. Know how to use 
pens/pencils/paintbrushes to draw a picture that can be 
talked about.  Can hold scissors to make controlled snips. 
Can thread large beads.
GROSS MOTOR: Steer a bike or ride scooter around the 
racetrack with good control. Travel over the wooden hill 
safely and with control.Be able to turn in a different 
direction when riding bikes/scooters etc Climb, balance, 
run, jump, skip independently and with good control. 
Know how to make a ball go in the direction intended 
when kicking or throwing. To hold own weight when 
using tree hoop. To use the balance boards to rock to at 
least a count of 3

Mathematics
To explore and extend AB repeating patterns using 
different criteria eg colour, shape, objects, actions, 
sounds..
Children to sort objects by size, shape and colour 
using relevant vocabulary. 
Children will recognise numerals 1 , 2 and 3.  Count 
up to and down from 3  and subitise up to 3..  
Children will count objects accurately up to 3 and 
represent numbers to 3 on their fingers. Children will 
recognise basic 2D shapes including circle, square, 
rectangle and triangle and start to use appropriate 
vocabulary to talk about these eg round, sides. To 
use some comparative vocabulary in context eg 
longer, lighter.  To use some opposites in context eg 
tall/short, full/empty.. 

Literacy 
Join in with story phrases and perform actions where 
relevant. 
Predict some rhyming words and match some rhyming 
pairs.  
Hear some initial sounds, e.g. box /b/ Identify people or 
objects beginning with a given sound  
To develop understanding of alliteration and the rhythm 
of stories. 
To add meaning to marks they make.  To imitate adults’ 
writing by making continuous lines, circles or shapes.  
To identify at least the first initial letter of their name. 
To begin to make letter type shapes to represent at least 
the initial sound of their name.

Understanding the World 
Children notice changes in their outside 
environment and are sometimes able to add 
explanation to these.  They can name some 
seasons and talk about features of these.  
Children recognising familiar signs in the 
environment.. They may be able to  talk 
about transport and show an interest in a 
range of occupations.  Children are beginning  
to make sense of their own life-story and 
family history.  To enjoy playing with small 
world, building on their first-hand 
experiences.  Children are developing a sense 
of time and increasingly using time related 
words in their talk eg first, next, then. 
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