
Reception Autumn  Curriculum Overview    

Communication and Language.  Literacy  Physical Education 
Listening, Attention and understanding.  
 Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound 

to help predicting the next word or rhyme. 

 Knowing what good listening looks like e.g. looking at the speaker, being 
still, not talking at the same time etc. 

 Engage in stories and non-fiction books, making comments about what 
they have heard read to them. 

 Responding to comments and questions from others. 

 Asking questions to find out more.  

 Listen to and talk about stories, identifying the characters, and discussing 
their feelings, actions and motives.  

 Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction, identifying key new 
vocabulary. 

 Writing 
• Hold a pencil using the correct tripod grip. 
• Form the lower case letters correctly, 
• Write initial sounds to label their pictures.  
• Segment and write simple 2/3 letter words. 
• To label their pictures and paintings with words they have sounded out. 
• Writing captions on pictures. He is.. she is, my mum is… 
• Writing letters and cards beginning with ‘to’ or ‘dear’, ending with ‘love’. (Special book +  Cards) 
• Write and copy their own name including all the letters of their name. 

 

 Gross Motor Skills 
• Throw and catch a larger ball with a partner over a short 

distance.  
• Successfully throw a ball underarm at a target.  
• Move heavier objects safely and independently.  
• Join in with dance activities, developing a range of basic 

movements. 
• Walk along a balance beam. 

• Wooden balance beam and wavy balance. 

• Develop confidence using the climbing wall.  
• Climbing the slope and ankle step. 

• Kick a ball between cones.  
• Negotiate space when running and changing directions. 
• Learn some basic team game rules. 

• Not moving when holding the ball in netball. 
• Balancing a ball on a tennis bat. 

• Riding a scooter around the track. 
• Jumping over a static rope  

Fine Motor Skills 
• Form lower-case letters and capital letters correctly. 
• To write and copy their own name. 
• To use a dominant hand.  

• To pinch their pencil to help their pencil grip. 
• To form for the letters of the caterpillar family correctly, 

(Preregister writing time) 

Speaking 
 Use new vocabulary in different contexts. 

 Articulate their ideas and thoughts using sentence stems.  

 Using sentence stems starters. 

 Connect one idea or actions using simple connectives, ‘but’, ‘and’. 

 Describing simple events from their day.  

 Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, 
and to explain how things work and why they might happen. 

 Develop social phrases. 

 Please, thank you, sorry, hello. 

 Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the 
text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words. 

Word Reading 
• Read individual letters and say the first 26  initial sounds. 
• Recognise and read the digraphs, ‘sh, ch, th, ng, qu, ll, ss, ff, zz, ck) 
• Blend 2/3 letters to read simple words.  
• Recognise the common exception words, ‘I, a, the, my, she, to, he, love, is, put, has’ 

 

Comprehension 
• Identify story components, such as the characters, setting, beginning, middle and end. 
• Sequence familiar stories to understand the narrative flow. 
• Understand that stories have a structure (beginning, middle, end.)  
• Retell traditional stories, recounting the basic events in their own words and some repetitive 

refrains from the story. 
Character, beginning, middle, end, setting, who, what, where, why, how, when.  

       

Knowledge and Understanding of the World  Expressive Arts and Design  Mathematics   Personal Social and Emotional 
Natural World 
• Talk about the Autumn and begin to understand the 

effect Autumn has on the natural world. (Autumn 
Walk) 

• Talk about what they see in their own environment.  

• To make observations about characteristics and 
features of places (in stories, photos, local area etc.) 

• To describe and explore different building materials. 
Autumn, windy, cold, rain, harvest, vegetable, pinecone, conker, 
seed, nu, leaf, brick, straw, sticks, sound, loud, quiet,light,dark. 

 Creating with Materials 
• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to 

express ideas and feelings. 
• To safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools 

and techniques.  

• Close observational drawing of a face, the skill of 
drawing what they are looking at, identifying features. 

• To mix squeezy paints to make colours to use for a 
purpose.  

• To use watercolors to paint with a purpose. 
• To use shapes to create their own collages.  

• To imprint in clay to create a tablet picture. 
• Use sellotape, staplers and PVA glue to join card and 

paper together to make pictures and or models. 
• Sewing in and out (Christmas Trees) 

• To share their creations and talk about the processes 
they used to make them.   

• To create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and 

skills.  
Clay, join, stapler 

 Number 
• Count up and down, subitise, count objects 

and recognise numerals up to 5. 
• Identify more or less.  
• 1 more or less to 3. 
 

 Self Regulation 
 Identify and moderate their own feelings socially 

and emotionall (Happiness, sadness, anger)  

 Use simple strategies for managing strong emotions. 

 Follow a one-setp instruction with visual support if 
needed. 

 

Managing Self 
• Know and talk about different factors that support 

their overall health and wellbeing. 
• Sensible amounts of Screen time. 
• Internet Safety, what do they use the internet 

for at home. 
• Their body belongs to them, (PANTS campaign 

NSPCC) 
• Further develop skills they need to manage the 

school day successfully. 

 Lining up and queuing, mealtimes, personal 
hygiene (washing hands, going to the toilet) 

 Looking after their own equipment and clothes 
• Understand that challenges and perseverance can 

help them grow, especially when attempting new 
activities. 

People Culture and Communities 
• Name some other countries and talk about them.  
• Know that there are differenes between places in this 

country and places in other countries.  
• Recognises that people have different beliefs and 

celebrate special times in different ways.  
• Talk about people they have come across within their 

community, naming and describing them. 
• Make some comparisons between life for children in 

different countries.  
Eid, Christmas,  Diwali, Birthday, country, job, firework night, 
bonfirenight. 

Numerical Patterns 
• Talk about and compare size, weight and 

length of objects using the language of, ‘big, 
biggest, bigger, long, longer, longest, short, 
shorter, shortest, small, smaller, smallest’ 

• Identify and describe the properties of 2D 
shapes, for instance, triangles, squares, 
circles and rectangles.  

• Copy different repeating patterns. 
• Make their own ABAB pattern. 
• Talk about time vocabulary, day, night, first, 

next, then, morning, afternoon, yesterday, 
today, tomorrow. 

• Talk about positional language, in, on, 
under, over, behind, in, front, between. 

 

Computing 
• Introduce Ipads, where they are stored, how 

to turn them and close apps down after use.  
• Introduce larger smartboard, using the 

drawing functions. 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
• To listen attentively, move to and talk about music, 

expressing their feelings and response. 
• Sing in group or on their own, increasingly matching the 

pitch and following the melody.  
• To match the pitch of a song. (Hello song) 
• To keep a pulse beat. 
• To copy a given rhythm. 

• To move to a beat, copying a rhythm. 
• To understand emotions through music and 

describe music in simple terms, i.e. sad, scary etc. 
• Develop their own stories in their pretend play. 
pitch, pulse beat, rhythm, singing voice, percussion 

Past and Present 
• Talk about and name members of their own family and 

or community. 

• Make simple observations about the past from 
photos/images, (family photos, birthday & celebration 
photos, class event photos.) 

• To use photographs and stories to compare the past with 
the present day.  

• To recognize significant days for them. 

 
past, history, family, yesterday, time. 

Building Relationships 
• Talk about what makes a good friend and show 

these actions.  
• Take turns and share with others.  
• Think about the perspectives of others, identifying 

excitement or frustration in others and why they 
might feel like that. 



 
 


