
Reception Spring 2 Curriculum Overview    

Communication and Language. Literacy Physical Education 
Listening, Attention and understanding.  
 Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how 

they sound to help identify words that sound the same and 
rhyme.  

 Knowing what good listening looks like e.g. to learn new things, to 
understand what someone is saying. 

 Engage in stories and non-fiction books, joining in discussions and 
answering questions.  

 Responding to comments and questions from others. 

 Asking who, why, when, where, how questions to find out more.  

 Listen to and talk about stories, discussing key elements of the 
story, (Character, setting, plot) 

 Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction, identifying key new 
knowledge and vocabulary. 

Speaking 
• To use new vocabulary in different contexts. 
• Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences, 

using sentence stems and starters.  
• Connect one idea or actions to another using a range of 

connectives.  
o Using complex connectives when explaining, for 

instance, ‘because’ and ‘so’ 
• Describe events in some detail, using more adjectives and 

sequencing words.  
• Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and 

activities, and try to explain how things work and why they 
might happen. 

Writing 
• Segment and write longer 4+ letter words.  
• Writing some common exception words (red words) I, a, the, my, she, to, he, love, is, has.  
• Form the complete sentence orally before writing.  
• Memorise the sentence before writing by repeatedly saying it aloud.  
• Write a shot sentence, ‘I luv mum’, ‘I can run’, etc.  
• Use finger spaces between words.  
• Include most words in their sentences.  

 (Red words, finger space, special friends) 
Reading 
• Recognise the common exception words, ‘said, we, like, go, put, you, are, your.’  
• Begin to recognise some digraphs, ‘ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy,’ 
• Read captions and simple sentences. 
• Blend some 3/4 letter words.  

 (Sentence) 

Comprehension 
• Identify key events in stories that are crucial to the plot. 
• Describe different characters in a story, what they look like, their feelings and motives. 
• Predict what might happen next in a story based on the narrative structure and content 

clues.  
• Sequence familiar stories using the language of, ‘First, next, then, last.’  
• Use key story vocabulary in their play to explore different characters and plot points. 
• Retell familiar stories, recounting the basic events in their own words and some 

memorized story language. 

(First, next, then, last, plot, problem, solution, guess, think maybe.) 

Gross Motor Skills 
• Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and 

grace. 
• Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and 

outside, alone and in a group. 
• Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including throwing, catching, 

kicking, passing, battling and aiming. 
• Throw and catch a medium sized ball with a partner over a short distance.  
• Hit and retrieve a sponge ball using a bat. 
• Hit and return a sponge ball using a bat. 
• Dribbling and walking with a ball.  
• Ride a balance bike.  
• Swinging a rope or hoop overhead and stepping over to begin to skip.  
• Copy moves and make up their own moves in various dance games.  
• Develop confidence using the climbing wall.  
• Negotiate space and balancing when moving through an obstacle course.  
• Learn some basic team game rules 

Fine Motor Skills 
• Strengthening fine motor skills by threading small beads and manipulating 

plasticine or smaller objects. 
• Use scissors to cut close and along curved lines with more accuracy and 

control. 
• Using a static quadruped or tripod grip. 
• Form lower-case letters and capital letters correctly. 

• Form all the letters of their name correctly. 
• To correctly form lower case letters taught so far. 

• Adding features to faces or including multiple elements in scenes they draw or 
paint 

 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World Personal Social and Emotional 

Natural World 
• Talk about the Winter and Spring and begin to understand the effect they have on the natural 

world. 
• Use their senses to talk about differences and changes they note outside. 
• To know the terms Autumn, Winter, Spring and Summer are used to describe the seasons. 
• Knows some key characteristics of each season. 

• Talk about and recognise different environments, comparing and contrasting them. 
• They look at and talk about different environments and recognise that some are different to the 

one in which they live. 
• Uses their senses to talk about differences and changes they note, inside and outside.  
• To observe and ask questions about magnets and offer explanations as to why things might 

happen. 
• Explore talk about changing states (freezing/melting, condensing) 

(Winter, spring, steam) 

People Culture and Communities 
 To use common words and phrases for describing different environments. (Using the 

majority of the key vocabulary taught) 

 Discuss how environments in stories and images are different to those they live in. 

 To know some vocabulary to describe the characteristics of different places, (see vocab 
below) 

 Read simple maps and locate objects in ‘real life’. (look at school maps, Croydon, aerial 
views.) 

 Draw their own simple maps. 

 Identify land and water on a map or globe. 

 Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.  
(Looking at Lunar New Year, Mother’s Day, Easter) 

 Name and describe people who are familiar to them (Can talk about different jobs that are 
familiar to them and what they entail.)..  

(building, car park, field, house, park, path, road, pond, lake, river, town, village) 

Past and Present 
 To know about similarities and differences between 

things in the past and now.  

 To use common words and phrases for the passage 
of time, even if using inaccurately. 

 To recognise that some stories are set a long time 
ago. 

 To know and talk about significant people in the 
world linked to class interests. 

 Sequence events when describing them (e.g. daily 
routine) 

 Use photographs and stories to compare the past 
with the present day. (Look at past pictures of 
Croydon/UK and other areas.)  

 Asking questions about the differences they can see 
in photographs or images that represent the past.  

 Use stories and non-fiction books to find out about 
life in the past.  

(past, history, same, different, last year) 
 

 

Self-Regulation 
• See themselves as a valuable individual by joining in with ‘show and tell’ sessions.  
• Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  

• Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally (fear, surprise, 
calm) 

• Using simple strategies for managing strong emotions. 
• To follow a two-step instruction. 
 

Managing Self 
• Know and talk about different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing.  

• Talk about Tooth brushing and teeth hygiene. 
• Talk about and understand good sleep routines.  
• Talking about being a safe pedestrian & understanding road safety. 
• Talking about internet safety. 

• To explain reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.  
• Knows the purpose of specific rules. 
• Knows simple consequences of actions. 
• Explains certain rules to their friends. 
• Follows more complex rules (e.g. quiet voices inside, tidying up after playing etc.) 

• To talk about a problems they have faced and what they did to overcome it.  
 

Building Relationships 
• Build respectful relationships through using conflict resolution strategies, e.g. sharing 

feelings, taking turns, seeking an adult for help, discussing what happened.  
• Take turns and share with others.  
• To think about the perspective of others 

• Identify how others are feeling and talking about why they might be feeling that 
way. 

 

Computing 
• Introduce Beebots, turning off/on, forwards/ 

backwards, turning a corner, sequencing. 

 



 

Mathematics (See separate plan) Expressive Arts and Design 
Number 
• Count up and down, subitise, count objects and recognise numerals up to 10. 
• Add and subtract 1 to numbers up to 5.  
• Introducing the number 0. 
• Know their number bounds to 5.  

• To say 1 more less to 5 in their head. 
• To say 2 more 2 less to 5 in their head. 
• Add and subtract 0 to numbers to 5. 
• Automatically recall number bonds to 5. 

 

Numerical Patterns 
• Double and halve numbers up to 10.  

• Can find doubles and halves to 5 using resources. 
• Automatically recall doubles and halves to 5.  

• Share equally into groups.  
• Counting up to 50. 

• Comparing mass – heavier & lighter than 
• Comparing and measuring capacity 
• Making shapes/tangrams with right-angled triangles, squares 

 

Creating with Materials 
• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express ideas and feelings. 
• To safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques.  

• Copy shapes and use them in their drawings.  
• Mixing water colours to paint with a purpose.  
• Cut out their own shapes to create pictures.  
• To create a relief picture out of clay. 
• Use split pins, treasury tags and hole punchers to join card and paper together to make models that can move.  

• Return and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.  

• To create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.  
(Split-pin, relief) 

 
Being Imaginative and Expressive 
• To listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and response.  

• Share their likes and dislikes about dances/performances/art. 
• Sing in group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.  

• Change the tempo of a song when singing or playing.  
• Follow or create moves in time to music. 
• Use tuned instruments to create their own tune.  

• Develop their own stories in their pretend play. 

 

 


