
Reception Summer   Curriculum Overview    
Communication and Language.  Literacy  Physical Education 
Listening, Attention and understanding.  
• Responding appropriately in conversation with 

others. 
• Adapting and expanding on ideas shared by 

others. 
• To listen attentively and respond to what they 

heard with relevant questions, comments and 
actions when being read to and during whole class 
discussions. 

  

 Writing 
• To write words including at least 10 digraphs (see list in reading below) 
• To show an awareness of capital letters and full stops. 
• To write more common exception words (of, some saw, have, they, one, be, come, 

because, no) 
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or 

letters.  
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.  
• Write recognizable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 
 

 Gross Motor Skills 
• Combine different movements with ease and fluency. 
• Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors 

and outside, alone and in a group. 
• Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging 

in activities that involve a ball. 
• Throw, kicking, rolling a small ball (tennis ball sized)l at a 

target. 
• Throwing and catching with a small ball (tennis ball size) with a 

partner. 
• Passing, stopping a football ball with control and passing back. 
• Ride a pedal bike. 
• Swinging and jumping over a rope.  
• Developing their balance to hold positions using apparatus. 
• Developing different gymnastics ways of movement on a mat, 

rolling etc. 
• Learn some basic team game rules for athletics (relay racing 

etc) cricket and football. 
• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves 

and others.  
• Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing  
• Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping 

and climbing.  
Fine Motor Skills 
• Form lower-case letters and capital letters correctly. 

• To form most of the letters correctly.  
• To correctly form lower case letters taught weekly. 
• To use a tripod grip. 
• To hold their scissors with an effective grip and use their other 

hand to help turn the shape to cut around it more accurately.  
• Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools 

competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing 
and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons. 

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the 
tripod grip in almost all cases  

Speaking 
• To expand explanations by reasoning e.g. “I think 

this… because…” 
• To use more complex vocabulary and descriptive 

language e.g. ‘The castle was shimmering.’ 
• To use new vocabulary. 
• To talk about a problem to help organize their 

thinking and activities, explaining what is 
happening. 

• Joining in conversations and taking turn to share 
their own comments. 

• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own ideas, using 
recently introduced vocabulary. 

• Offer explanations for why things happen, making 
use of recently introduced vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 
appropriate.  

• Express their ideas and feelings about their 
experiences using full sentences, including use of 
past, present and future tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modeling and support from 
their teacher. 

Reading 
• To read simple stories matching their phonics ability. 
• To know most of the common exception words taught.  

• Introduce, (of, some saw, have, they, one, be, come, because, no) 
• To blend 5/6 letter words. 
• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-sound 

correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. 
• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 

(ll,ss,zz,ff,gg,ch,sh,ng,th,qu,ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy) 
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound blending. 
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 

knowledge, including some common exception words. 

 
Comprehension 
• Responding and making comments about non-fiction books. 
• Making suggestions about what will happening next or at the end of the story. 
• Answer questions about what they have read. 
• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 

narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 
• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories.  
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, 

non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    



 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World  Expressive Arts and Design  Mathematics (See separate plan)  Personal Social and Emotional 
Natural World 
• Talk about the Spring Summer and begin to 

understand the effect they have on the natural world. 
• To understand we need to respect and care for the 

natural environment and all living things.  
• Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 
• Understand and talk about different life cycles. 

• To describe the life cycle of an animal or a 
plant. 

• Use senses to talk about differences and changes they 
note. 

• Explore the natural world around them, talking 
about scientific concepts, for instance, forces, 
gravity and magnetism. 

(Summer, life-cycle, roots, stem) 

 Creating with Materials 
• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to 

express ideas and feelings. 
• To safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques.  
• Copy instructions to reproduce an image.  
• Use smaller brushes and water colour sets. 
• Layering different media to create textured 

pictures.  
• Relief printing. 
• Making 3D models from clay/plasticine, for 

instance, animals/insects. 
• Using low temperature glue guns to join. 
• Sewing a soft toy, felt and thread. 

• Return and build on their previous learning, refining ideas 
and developing their ability to represent them. 

• To create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and 

skills. 

(Felt, thread) 

 Number 
• Count up and down, subitise, count objects and 

recognise numerals up to 10. 
• Add and subtract 1 to numbers up to 10.  
• Introducing the number 0. 
• Know their number bounds to 10.  

• To say 1 more less to 10 in their head. 
• To say 2 more 2 less to 10 in their head. 
• Add and subtract 0 to numbers to 10. 
• Automaticall recall number bonds to 10. 

 

 Self-Regulation 
• Express their feelings and consider the feelings of 

others.  
• Shows in their actions that they understand 

how others are feeling. 
• Show resilience and perseverance in the face of 

challenge.  
• Set their own goals and try achieving them. 
• To reflect and self-evaluate their work. 
• To follow more complex instructions involving 

three or more parts. 

Managing Self 
• Know and talk about different factors that support 

their overall health and wellbeing. 
• Talk staying safe in the sun. 
• Talk about internet safety. 
• Talk about toothbrushing and looking after 

teeth. 
• Talk about healthy food choices. 
• Talk about thoughts and feelings on changes 

moving to year 1. 
• Identify and moderate their own feelings socially 

and emotionally. 
• Know about right and wrong and show this in 

their actions. 
• Manage their own needs. 

 

People Culture and Communities 
• To know there are differences between places in this 

country and places in other countries.  

• To make some comparisons between life for children 
in different countries (Comparing to our own country) 

• Knows why religious buildings are special to members 
of the community. 

• Recognise that people have different beliefs and 
celebrate special times in different ways.  

• To know that places in this country can differ from 
each other.  

(Church) 

Numerical Patterns 
• Select, rotate and manipulate (2D & 3D) shapes 

in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. 

• Compose and decompose (2D & 3D) shapes so 
that children recognise a shape can have other 
shapes within it, just as numbers can. 

• Continue, copy and create repeating patterns. 
• Compare length, weight and capacity. 
• Double and halve numbers up to 10.  

• Can find doubles up to double 5 

and halves of numbers within 10. 
• Automatically recall doubles and 

halves to 10. 
• Share equally into groups.  
• Counting up to 50. 

• Comparing mass – heavier & lighter 
than. 

• Comparing and measuring length 
and capacity. 

• Making shapes/tangrams with 
right-angled triangles, squares 

• Ordering time in their day, 
sequencing events and using time 
vocabulary. 

 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
• To listen attentively, move to and talk about music, 

expressing their feelings and response. 

• Share their likes and dislikes about 
dances/performances/art. 

• Sing in group or on their own, increasingly matching the 
pitch and following the melody.  

• Change the dynamics of a song or rhyme or 
tune.  

• Sing or perform in a group or by themselves. 

• Develop their own stories in their pretend play. 
• Revisit key stories to recount and adapt. 

• Explore and engage in music making and dance, 
performing solo or in a group. 
 

 

Computing 
Use Beebots  -   

 Using the turn button effectively to program a 
simple algorithm to complete a simple task. 

Extend by encouraging children to: 

 Record their algorithm/commands. 

 Debug an algorithm to solve what went wrong. 
 

Past and Present 
• Talk about past events in their reception year, 

noting changes. 
• Know and talk about significant people in the world. 
• Compare and contrast historical people and objects, 

sharing similarities and differences.  
• Talk about past events in the world and changes over 

time RE). 
• To know that the environment around us changes as 

time passes (RE).  
• To use stories and non-fiction books to find out about 

life in the past.  

(past, history, remember, old, new)  
 

Building Relationships 
• Build constructive and respectful relationship. 
• Think about the perspective of others.  

 


